276 MINES AND MINERALS

Hitherto there has been no great incentive for the development of the iron-
mining industry in Canada, since there are easily accessible and abundant supplies
in the higher-grade ores of Wabana, Newfoundland and of the Mesabi range in
the State of Minnescta. The Wabana section of Newfoundland, containing one
of the largest deposits of iron ore in the world, is operated by the British Empire
Bteel Corperation. The probable reserves in that area have been estimated at
3,635,000,000 tons, and the Wabana ore consists of an excepticnally high-grade
hzmatite. Ore to the amount of 523,918 tons was shipped in 1930 to the hlast
furnaces of the company at Sydney, where the proximity cf the adjacent coal field
favours the economical production of pig iron and steel.

In Ontario, where the iron and steel industry has reached its largest develop-
ment in Canada, cheap and high-grade supplies of iron ore are readily available from
the Mesabi range of Minnesota, while coal supplies are drawn from the nearby
cosl fields of Pennsylvania.

From Table 18 following, it will be observed that the production of pig iron in
Canada in 1929 exceeded that of any previous year, while the 1929 production of
steel ingots and castings was exceeded only in the war years 1917 and 1918. Pro-
duction has fallen off considerably since 1929 as a result of the reaction which set
in during the latter part of that year. Ortario has been the leading producer of
pig iron throughout the years recorded.

18,—Iron Ore Shipments and Production of Pig Iron and of Steel Ingots and
Castings, calendar years 1909-31.
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1 Including & small production from Quehee 1o certain years.  * Owing o toe [aet that mach of the
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